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Benchmarks Update

44% of students improved in ELA, 47% of students

improved in math, 75% of students improved in

Algebra 1, 42% of students improved in science, and

29% of students improved in social studies from

Benchmark 1 to Benchmark 2.

Remote Learning?

We asked Mrs. Cox about the likelihood of going to

remote learning on zoom/shutting down because of

COVID. She said, “Our state passed a law that

schools cannot all be shut down like we did in 2020.

However, Hamilton County and Tennessee allow for

schools with 20% or more of student body and/or

faculty absences to close for a few days to allow

people to get well. Here at Brown, we have been

extremely blessed to have a very small percentage of

absences due to COVID.”

Behavior

According to Mrs.Cox, behavior has improved greatly

during 2nd quarter. Since Christmas break, however,

some students have forgotten how to follow BMS

expectations. She expects behavior to continue to

improve with our high expectations and the

enforcement of consequences when rules are broken.

Suggestions for 3rd Quarter

For this quarter, Mrs. Cox recommends that students

“1. Focus on the goals you have set for yourselves in

the classroom [because] learning is our priority, and

2. Exert positive peer pressure on your friends so we

all have people encouraging us to do the right thing.”

Culture of Care

This semester, Mrs. Cox created a new class called

Culture of Care. She added this class because she

wants students to feel like they have someone in the

building they can talk to and that they feel

comfortable with. Mrs. Cox hopes the small class at

the beginning of every day helps students feel valued

and heard. Teachers picked students they felt they

had a connection with and with whom they felt

comfortable. In Culture of Care class we are learning

how to conduct a student-led conference because

students will be doing these conferences with their

parents on March 3rd.

Football District Champions!

Brown Middle School Football Team won

the District Championship this year! It

has been at least 10 years since we won this title. The

1999 football team also won the District and featured

Kentrell Ringer’s father, who is also Joseph

Jefferson’s uncle. Coach Bloodsaw said the biggest

moment of the season came when they had to play

undefeated Chattanooga Prep. A win would place us

in first place. We took an opening drive in for a

touchdown and eventually scored 21 points. We held

Chatt Prep to only 2 first downs and no points the

entire game. Great job football team!
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Teacher Talk

6th Grade

The hardest part of teaching is trying to get students

who don’t like to read to become avid readers,

according to Mrs. Works. She has been a teacher for

6 years, and 5 of those years she has been at Brown.

She said that the main things that have changed since

she started teaching have been the textbooks and the

curriculum. She wanted to be a teacher because she

enjoyed playing school as a little girl. When asked

about homework she said,  “I used to like homework,

but have since stopped giving it except for

independent reading.” In her opinion, what makes a

good teacher is “someone who loves kids, loves the

ways young minds work, and enjoys the challenge of

teaching.”

7th Grade

“Kids are going to be kids; 7th graders are going to be

7th graders. Even though the world has changed a

lot, not much has changed in the classroom,” said

Mr. Jackson when asked what has changed since he

first started teaching. Mr. Jackson has been a teacher

for 8 years; he has taught at Brown for 7 years.

Before he came to BMS, he was teaching at Liberty

Collegiate Academy in Nashville. Mr. Jackson has

taught 7th grade the whole time he has been at

Brown. According to Mr. Jackson, the hardest part

about teaching is not being able to control what

occurs outside of the classroom. We asked Mr.

Jackson what his opinion was on homework and he

stated, “It's good for math but debatable for other

subjects.” In his opinion, a good teacher is someone

who earns the respect of the students. We asked Mr.

Jackson what made him choose to teach middle

school and he said, “It was the first available job, but

now I wouldn't trade it for anything.” His favorite

thing about Brown is the people, both students and

teachers. It’s like a family here.

8th Grade

Ms. Roark has been at Brown Middle School longer

than anyone else. She has been teaching here for 24

years, but she was also a student here. When she

attended Brown Middle School, it was 5th-8th grades

and they had portable classrooms. Before she started

teaching at BMS, she taught at Sale Creek High

School for 2 years. Ms. Roark started coaching in

1995, because the school needed a coach and they

asked her to do it. She got into teaching because her

mom was an amazing teacher and she wanted to be

just like her. As a first year teacher, she wished she

had known not to take things too seriously. She

strives each year to have good relationships with her

students.

Art Club

Welcome to our new Art teacher, Ms. Maye! She

hopes to restart Art Club this semester so be sure to

listen to announcements!

New Club

Ms. Kuster has started a crochet club this semester.

Check the BMS calendar or announcements for

meeting dates.

Student Art

We have so many talented students here at Brown

Middle School! Thank you, artists, for sharing your

talent with us on the following pages!
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